
 

   

Greetings Compatriots, 
  
    Get ready to "Fall Back" and "Go 
Vote." Oh yes, it is time to set your 
clocks back an hour (Nov. 3rd). Elec-
tion Day follows (Nov. 5th), so go 
vote. What will you tell your descend-
ants ten years from now when they 
ask you what did you do to save 
America from the marxists. 
    The hustle and bustle of the holiday 
season has begun, actually I have seen 
Christmas decorations in stores since 
August.  This month we will be cele-
brating Thanksgiving Day and in a 
blink of an eye it will be Christmas. 
We have begun the planning of our 
Camp's Christmas party.  The party is 
set for December 12, 2024, 6:00 pm 
at the Ft. Concho Commissary Build-
ing.  Our party will be a "Potluck" din-
ner.  Lt. Commander Whitehead will 
be preparing a fried turkey.  Please 
contact him with the food items that 
you wish to bring - 
deaune29@yahoo.com.  We will have 

our annual fund raising 'Silent Auc-
tion', so we are looking for donations 
to make this a great event. 
   There is plenty to do this month. A 
living history at Ft. Washita in Durant, 
Oklahoma on the 8th thru 10th, fol-
lowed by the Ft. Richardson Living 
History at Jackboro, Texas on the 15th 
& 16th.  Fairmount Cemetery will be 
placing flags on veteran's graves on 
November 10th, for anyone wishing to 
help.  There are several events around 
town for Veterans Day, one being at 
the airport near the Vietnam Memori-
al starting at 11:00 am. 
    Y'all have a wonderful Thanksgiving 
day and I'll see you at the meeting. 
Cmdr. Melton 

Special Dates of Interest: 

November 3, 2024 - Day-
light Savings Time - Fall Back 
November 5, 2024 - Elec-
tion Day 
November 8-10, 2024 - Ft. 
Washita Living History 
November 9, 2024 - San 
Angelo Veterans Day Parade 
November 11, 2024 - Vet-
erans Day 
November 15-16, 2024 - 
Ft. Richardson Living History 
November 21, 2024 - Gen. 
Tom Green Camp #1613 
meeting 
November 28, 2024 - 
Thanksgiving Day 
December 6-8, 2024 - 
Christmas at Old Ft. Concho 
December 12, 2024 - Gen. 
Tom Green Camp #1613 
Christmas Party 
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    Samuel C. Davis was born on October 6, 1842, to a 

father who belonged to the upper echelon of Ruther-

ford County, Tennessee society in the early 19th cen-

tury. Charles Lewis Davis, Samuel’s father, owned 

several successful businesses, and their home was 

situated at the cen-

ter of a thriving cot-

ton plantation. In 

1860, 51 enslaved 

people worked on 

the Davis farm, and 

neighbors re-

marked that 

Charles Davis was 

never without mon-

ey. 

    Education was 

important to 

Charles Davis. 

Likely due to his 

own meager educa-

tion, he recognized 

the power of learn-

ing. He sent all of 

his children to 

school and allowed 

them to pursue 

their own interests. 

Young Sam Davis 

was known as an 

honorable and up-

standing boy who 

wanted to be a sol-

dier. In the fall of 1860, he was enrolled in the West-

ern Military Institute in Nashville. This division of 

the University of Nashville was considered the “most 

distinctive institution of learning in middle Tennes-

see at the time.” 

    In April 1861, even before Tennessee joined the 

Confederacy, Sam returned home to Rutherford 

County. He and his elder brother, John, joined the 

Rutherford Rifles, led by William Ledbetter of 

Murfreesboro. This group became Company I of the 

First Tennessee Infantry.   

    Between the summer and fall of 1862, Gen. Brax-

ton Bragg approved the formation of a company of 

scouts whose purpose was to “go into enemy territo-

ry to gather news concerning movements of troops, 

to secure newspapers, and to obtain vital infor-

mation about enemy resources.” Sam was chosen to 

be part of this elite group of young men. Candidates 

were required to demonstrate bravery, loyalty, valor, 

and courage under 

difficult circum-

stances. Horseman-

ship and familiarity 

with Tennessee’s 

terrain were also 

necessary, traits 

frequently associat-

ed with young Sam. 

    On November 20, 

1863, Sam was cap-

tured south of Pu-

laski, Tennessee, at 

Minor Hill in Giles 

County. A military 

commission con-

vened on November 

25 to review federal 

charges against him 

for being a spy for 

the Confederate ar-

my. Sam was found 

guilty and sen-

tenced to “be hung 

by the neck until he 

is dead.” 

    Despite repeated 

efforts to extract 

information about his sources and his superior, Sam 

consistently refused to speak. He was executed at 

10:00 a.m. on the morning of November 27, 1863. 

    Sam’s conduct while imprisoned and awaiting exe-

cution helped solidify his status as a hero and mar-

tyr. His fame rests upon his refusal to divulge infor-

mation that could have saved his life. 

The decades following the Civil War brought social 

and economic transformation to the South. Sam Da-

vis’s story as a Confederate hero began as regional 

folklore but developed into a widely publicized nar-

rative that, for many, exemplified the heroism be-

(Continued on page 5) 
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Sam Davis, on the left. 
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Hood's Texas Brigade Association, 
Re-activated hosts its annual semi-
nar on November 15-16, 2024, in 
Huntsville Texas. This year's theme 
is "Honor and Duty." Events include 
presentations by Dr. Richard 
McCaslin, director of publications at 
the Texas State Historical Associa-
tion; and Wayne Motts, president 
emeritus and historian with the Get-
tysburg Foundation. Special history 
activities include visits to the John 
W. Thomason Rare Book Room at 
Sam Houston State University and 
the Sam Houston Memorial Museum 
& Republic of Texas Presidential Li-
brary. 
    The Hood's Texas Brigade, formed 
in 1861, was a famous Confederate 
infantry unit composed primarily of 
Texas soldiers who fought fiercely in major battles of 
the American Civil War. Known for their bravery and 
high casualty rates, they earned a formidable reputa-
tion, particularly at battles like Antietam and Gettys-
burg.  

  
What: Hood's Texas Associa-
tion, Re-activated Annual 
Scholarly Seminar 
When: November 15-16, 2024 
Where: Huntsville, Texas 
Fee: $10-$85 

See newsletter attachment for 
more information. 

Ft. Belknap Living History        by Ray Johnson 

Hood's Texas Brigade Seminar in Huntsville, Texas 

Like to thank all that participated at the Fort Belk-

nap Living History event and fund raiser for the 

Theis family. The auction was a huge success and the 

pancake breakfast had an outstanding turnout. The 

funds 

raised will 

help them 

tremen-

dously. 

Thank you 

all.  

Major 

shout out 

to the gun 

crews of 

Goods 

Light Ar-

tillery and 

US 4th 

Light Artillery Battery ‘B’ in helping with the Auction 

and the preparation of the breakfast and serving. My 

hats off to you.  

Like to thank all that donated items for the Auction 
amazing nice things. Like to give special thanks to 

Fort Belknap’s director Jim Amber Hammond for 
letting us combine both events this year, worked out 
perfectly with a great turnout. 

Ray Johnson 

November 2024 

https://www.facebook.com/FortBelknapTX?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZX-KMgoKsgffyCWhujg09V77ZoPSH4s58E9DWjU9LrTj63lBfDfK53r7no9Sfr0DXsY7hZQKOb7nAQDffkmP3rvHxb0y4pZjNkyy6j8VJLCjL7wx4aLumdydTGi4zAWvH35chMUktJiU5LkiFu1t57G9-etGybzL9uGxeAyvaZ3-AmO8stDXapBe--lW5sVkMw&__tn__=-%
https://www.facebook.com/FortBelknapTX?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZX-KMgoKsgffyCWhujg09V77ZoPSH4s58E9DWjU9LrTj63lBfDfK53r7no9Sfr0DXsY7hZQKOb7nAQDffkmP3rvHxb0y4pZjNkyy6j8VJLCjL7wx4aLumdydTGi4zAWvH35chMUktJiU5LkiFu1t57G9-etGybzL9uGxeAyvaZ3-AmO8stDXapBe--lW5sVkMw&__tn__=-%
https://www.facebook.com/jamesamber.hammond.9?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZX-KMgoKsgffyCWhujg09V77ZoPSH4s58E9DWjU9LrTj63lBfDfK53r7no9Sfr0DXsY7hZQKOb7nAQDffkmP3rvHxb0y4pZjNkyy6j8VJLCjL7wx4aLumdydTGi4zAWvH35chMUktJiU5LkiFu1t57G9-etGybzL9uGxeAyvaZ3-AmO8stDXapBe--lW5sVkMw&__
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Ray Johnson & Company attended the 38th Annual Fall Muster 
at Beauvoir. 
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lieved to be lacking in postwar society. The tale 

of a young Confederate soldier became part of 

the larger Lost Cause narrative, which arose in 

the aftermath of defeat and Reconstruction. The 

Lost Cause ideology promoted the belief that 

Southerners fought valiantly against over-

whelming odds to sustain a unique way of life. 

    In this context, Sam Davis became a symbol 

of Southern bravery and heroism. The rise in 

popularity of his story led to the erection of a 

monument in Pulaski, where he was executed, 

and another in his memory in Nashville in 1909. 

    The Davis family eventually sold the farm, 

which opened to the public in 1930 as a memo-

rial to the famed hero. 

 
John Lamb is the curator of the Historic Sam 

Davis Home and Museum, Smyrna, Tennessee. 

[BGES] 

(Continued from page 2) 

More from Ft. Belknap 

Sam Davis: Rebel Spy or Martyr of the South?       (con’t) 
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The Davis family at Sam's gravesite, circa 1890. 

https://t.e2ma.net/click/n0atjg/bvmpwfx/rn7c4z
https://t.e2ma.net/click/n0atjg/bvmpwfx/rn7c4z


 

   

November 15 – December 9 1864 –
 Sherman’s March to the Sea, GA 
November 20 – December 16 1864 –
 Hood’s Invasion of Tennessee, TN 

1861 
November 3 – November 7 1861 – 
West Kentucky Operations, KY 
November 21 – December 3 1861 – 
Ship Island Expedition, MS 
  
1862 
November 2 1862 – January 10 1863 –
 Grant’s Central Mississippi Cam-
paign, MS 
November 14 – December 15 1862 –
 Fredericksburg Campaign, VA 
  
1863 
November 1 – November 8 1863 –
 Averell’s Lewisburg Raid, WV 
November 4 – December 3 1863 –
 Knoxville Campaign, TN 
November 23 – November 25 1863 –
 Battles at Chattanooga, TN 
November 25 – December 2 1863 –
 Mine Run Campaign, VA 
  
1864 
November 10 – November 14 1864 –
 Breckinridge’s East Tennessee Raid, 
TN 

Battles & Skirmishes 

Commander: Steve Melton 

Lt. Commander:  
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Editor: Steve Melton  
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National website: www.scv.org 
Texas Division website: 
www.scvtexas.org 
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www.generaltomgreen.org 

“The General’s Aide” is a 

publication of the General Tom 

Green Camp #1613, Sons of 

Confederate Veterans.  All 

content is produced by the 

Editor and authorized by the 

Camp Commander. All material 

is copyright by General Tom 

Green Camp #1613©2024.  If 

you have a news article or 

photos (high quality jpg) for 

consideration, email them to the 

Editor. Photos must not be 

embedded in articles. Send all as 

attachments to the Editor at: 

gentomgreen1613@gmail.com. 

 

To “unsubscribe”, send email to 

gentomgreen1613@gmail.com with 

UNSUBSCIBE in subject heading. 

To you, Sons of Confederate Veterans, we will commit the vindication of 
the cause for which we fought. To your strength will be given the defense 
of the Confederate soldier’s good name, the guardianship of his history, 
the emulation of his virtues, the perpetuation of those principles which 
he loved and which you love also, and those ideals which made him   
glorious and which you also cherish.” 
 
Lt. General Stephen Dill Lee, Commander General, 

United Confederate Veterans, 

New Orleans, Louisiana, April 25, 1906 

Gen. Tom Green Camp #1613 
Texas Division,  2nd Brigade 
Sons of Confederate Veterans 
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